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Dialogue must cross our divides

MY VIEW

Sep 21, 2025

often find myself telling my kids, "When I was your age." Back then, the news
came in a very different form. Three networks delivered the nightly headlines,

and the newspaper was dropped on the front step every morning.

Joe Kreuz thinks real dialogue must take place across generations.

✕
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I was a paperboy, doing the dropping and then the reading once my route was
finished. High school teachers and professors were the closest thing we had to search
engines. When I had to study, I drove to the library and found a nook.

My college years were shaped by that slower rhythm of information. It gave me time
to digest and reflect late into the night after my pals and I finished our restaurant
shift. Those conversations, sometimes heated, sometimes humorous, helped us
process information.

I realize that the influences of that time, teachers and professors who pushed me to
study and question, still echo in how I see things today. For my generation, trust was
often placed in institutions: the newspaper, the university, the church. They anchored
us with a shared foundation of facts.

Jim Kubiak: Josh Allen and the Bills didn't get credit for one thing in their
latest win – efficiency. Take a look

ABC suspends Jimmy Kimmel's late-night show indefinitely over his
remarks about Charlie Kirk’s death

A Williamsville teacher accused a colleague of harassing her. Why was she
the one fired?

Plays that shaped the game: A rookie defensive tackle's big play helped the
Bills finish the Dolphins

Fast-forward to today. I now have what I call my "built-in focus group": my children
and their partners, nine voices in total, ranging in age from 27 to 43. Their
perspective gives me something my professors never could: a generational mirror.

Their world of news and information looks nothing like mine did at their age. They
scroll headlines on phones while I still unfold the print edition. They rely on podcasts
and YouTube, while I turn toward books and editorials. Their fact-checking often
happens in real time, while mine requires a slower dive.

People are also reading…
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When we gather, these differences are on display. My contributions often begin with
something I've read, only to be met with, "Dad, that's not what I've seen," followed by
a flurry of posts, clips and links.

Over time, I've learned to see these moments differently. What my kids are really
offering me is perspective. Their lens sharpens mine, forcing me to question not just
what I believe but why I believe it. In turn, I remind them that not every trending
headline is the whole story, and that time-tested sources still matter.

The give-and-take has become less about who's right and more about how truth is
pursued in an age when information has never been more plentiful – or more
contested. I write to process my own thoughts and invite others to do the same.

What makes the writing richer is the feedback loop with that younger generation.
They remind me that wisdom isn't a one-way street.

Each generation is shaped by the questions it asks and the tools it uses to find
answers. For me, those questions were shaped in a library under fluorescent lights.
For my kids, they unfold in the palm of their hands. Both paths have merit, both have
flaws, and together they remind me that learning is never finished.

So when I say, "When I was your age," it isn't to dismiss or diminish. It's to
acknowledge that my age gave me one vantage point, while theirs gives me another.
Side by side, those perspectives complement.

The conversations we have across those differences remind me that truth, like family,
grows stronger when shared.

And that, I suppose, is the lesson I wish I had learned sooner: every generation has
something worth hearing, and every age has something worth teaching.

My View is a first-person column open to all Western New Yorkers. If your article is
selected for publication, a photo of you is required. Email submissions to
editpage@buffnews.com.
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AdChoices Sponsored

Sponsored Ad

Thinning Skin? Don’t Skip
This Morning Boost

Best Food For Gut or
To Kill Farts
Why Doctors “In The Know” No
Longer Prescribe Blood
Pressure Drugs

What Vitamin Can Reverse
Nerve Pain And Neuropathy?

Around The Web

You Can See People Wearing This

250th Anniversary Hat Everywhere

Dementia Has Been Linked to These

Common Foods. Are You Eating

Them?
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The Latest Neuropathy Device

Seniors Wish They Knew About

Sooner

Belly Fat's Worst Enemy? Try This 4-

Ingredient Pink Salt Recipe Tonight!

Tinnitus (Ear Ringing) is Not From

Your Ears - Meet The Main Enemy of

Tinnitus!

U.S. Cardiologist Warns Aging

Seniors About Blueberries for

Breakfast

Tinnitus (Ear Ringing) Has Been

Linked to a Common Habit. Do You

Do It?

The #1 Most Stolen Item From

Airbnbs Will Surprise You (It's Not

What You Think)

The Affordable Smile Makeover

Dentists Don’t Want You to Know

9/21/25, 8:17 AM Dialogue must cross our divides
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38R Tommy
Hilfiger Mens
$39
LIBBY B. | sellwild.com

2025 Jeep Grand
Cherokee L
$47,499
LOTLINX A. | sellwild.com

2025 Cadillac
Escalade IQ
$121,990
LOTLINX A. | sellwild.com

2025 Audi Q3 S
line Premium
$47,240
LOTLINX A. | sellwild.com

HARLEY
SEAT
$400
RYAN P. |
sellwild.com

2000
Porsche
$18,500
GATEWAY C.
| sellwild.com
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